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reclaiming process, and for a long time there was no
market at all for goods which contained an excess of
canvas or metal. Armoured hose, for instance, has long
been looked at askance by reclaimers as involving too much
labour in its treatment. With regard to this body it is
worthy of mention that a special machine has recently
been patented by E. E. Gubbins, by which the metal of
internally and externally armoured hose can be expe-
ditiously removed from the rubber at a very trifling cost
compared with the hand labour which is generally used.
Many rubber goods, notably cycle and motor tyres, con-
tain a considerable proportion of canvas, which has to be
removed before the reclaiming process is entered upon.
In many cases the separation of the rubber from canvas
and metal is carried out by the reclaimers, though there
are many waste rubber dealers who carry out this opera-
tion themselves, selling the scrap rubber to the reclaimers
or to rubber manufacturers direct, many of the latter now
having reclaiming plant of their own. As the Gubbins
patent machine ie now in regular operation, it will be of
interest to give a brief description of it. In principle it is
a plain and straightforward application of the well-known
slitting rolls used in the iron trade for slitting a long sheet
of iron into nail rods. The india-rubber tubing or inser-
tion* sheet is divided by the action of the rolls into a
number of narrow strips almost like belt laces. In this
form the fragments of metal are easily removed, and the
canvas is quite as readily destroyed by acid or alkaline
solvents, as when the rubber has been ground into crumb
on rollers after the method usually followed. The con-
struction and working of the machine are characterised by